
Wellsprings for Women expresses deep concern regarding recent public remarks by Pauline
Hanson, suggesting there are “no good Muslims.” Such statements are harmful and risk
reinforcing stigma, exclusion, and division within our multicultural society.

We stand in solidarity with Islamophobia Register Australia and others who have highlighted the
damaging impact of rhetoric that generalises or vilifies entire communities.
Islamophobia has real and documented consequences, particularly for Muslim women and
children. Muslim women — especially those who wear visible markers of faith such as the hijab
— experience disproportionate levels of verbal abuse, harassment, and public hostility. Children
are also affected, facing bullying, social isolation, and diminished wellbeing. These experiences
undermine safety, belonging, and participation in community life.

Wellsprings for Women works closely with culturally and linguistically diverse communities
across Melbourne’s south-east and is an active member of the South East Anti-Racism Network.
Through this work, we support community education, bystander awareness, and collective
action to address racism in all its forms. We see firsth and how respectful dialogue and inclusive
leadership strengthen social cohesion.

Public commentary carries influence. At a time when many communities are observing important
cultural and faith traditions, it is vital that public discourse reflects responsibility, fairness, and
respect. 

We ask our political leaders and media platforms to foster conversations that uphold Australia’s
commitment to multiculturalism and ensure that existing protections against hate and vilification
are applied consistently and transparently.

Australian Muslims are valued members of our society — contributing as professionals, parents,
volunteers, and community leaders. A cohesive Australia depends on protecting the dignity and
belonging of all its people.

About Wellsprings for Women-  is a community-based organisation supporting migrant and
refugee women through education, employment pathways, safety initiatives, and anti-racism
advocacy. We are committed to building a society where all women and communities can live
with dignity, respect, and opportunity
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